The Ethics of Jesus Kingdom Part 3: A Greater Community

I watched a touching You Tube video clip the other day of two preschoolers.
They started to argue about which of their mothers was right. The little girl’s
mother said it wasn’t going to rain and the little boy held fast with his mother’s
weather report that it would. The disagreement escalated and their voices kept
getting louder until the girl drove her point home by poking the boy in the chest
announcing her mother was right. The boy put his hand to his chest and cried
out, “You poked me in the heart.”

Unfortunately, we live by comparisons and are certain that we are right to the
point of hurting one another. In Matthew 7 Jesus challenges us to live by
another standard — the standard of God’s judgment instead of judging ourselves
and others. He wants us to trust the judgment that God has already given on our
behalf — we are blessed in Him. He wants us to live out of Jesus beatitude and
ask what can we do for others instead of what we expect from them. When we
accept God’s account of us we will stop our comparisons and live among others
as equally blessed people - instead of our spiritually impoverished lives. This
will enable us to bless instead of curse. As we live from above and before God,
this is how God would have us live among others.

Journey Together:
1). Who do you tend to compare yourself with?

2). When was the last time you were completely wrong about
someone?

3). Who are the most encouraging people in your life?

Road Map: Matthew 7

4). Matthew 7 is about the judgments we make about others and
about ourselves. Have you ever been misunderstood or falsely
accused? Describe how it felt.

5). Jesus says to judge others with the same standard of judgment
we would want for ourselves. If God is the judge of all, how has
he judged us and how should that influence our judgment of
others?

6). What does Jesus mean by “giving to dogs what belongs to
God” and “throwing our pearls before swine?” What does this
have to do with our “good advise” for others?

7). What does living by the golden rule — giving to others have to
do with a life of blessing?

8). Jesus says not to judge others, but then tells us to pay attention
to people’s actions. Isn’t this a form of judging and what is the
difference between the two?

9). Why is calling Jesus Lord, Lord, casting out demons and
performing healings in His name not a sure sign of knowing Him?
How is it possible to engage in such important spiritual practices
and not connect with Him? What have we learned about life in the
kingdom so far in Jesus sermon in contrast with these dramatic
practices?

10). Jesus says that the “wise man” not only learns the spiritual
life lessons of His kingdom, but puts them into practice. In other
words, he builds his life on them. How are we to go about putting
the ethics of kingdom life into practice?

Discipleship challenge: Jesus is challenging us in our
relationships. This week we want to practice speaking to God
about others instead of speaking to others about God.

10). How can this group pray for you right now?

My Journey:

1). How has God been using journey in your life this week to do
Great Things for Him?

2). How has God been guiding in your relationships this week?

3). How can this group pray for you today?



